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October 5, 2006
TO: ALL AFFILIATED AND NON-AFFILIATED UNIONS
Dear Sisters and Brothers:

RE: VANCITY $1 MILLION AWARD
AIDS VANCOUVER ISLAND/COOL AID SOCIETY PROPOSAL

| am writing to ask all union members with VanCity accounts to support a unionized project
that makes a huge difference in the lives of those with no other voice in the Victoria region.

Each year, Vancity donates 30 percent of its net profits back to the community. This includes
the $1-million Vancity Award which goes to an organization that supports the well-being of
the community. Vancity members get to vote on which project should receive funding from
this award.

There are four excellent proposals for consideration this year. AIDS Vancouver Island and
the Cool Aid Society, Atira Women's Resource Society, The Crisis Centre, and the Quest
Outreach Society are all looking for support from Vancity members.

While all four organizations are deserving of this award, | am writing to urge union members
to consider supporting the AIDS Vancouver Island and Cool Aid Society proposal.

The BCGEU represents staff at AIDS Vancouver Island and Cool Aid, and your vote will help
ensure this exciting project gets the funding it needs.

Both agencies are working together to provide prevention and support services under one
roof, and are the only unionized agencies under consideration for the award.

The new ACCESS Community Health Centre in Victoria will reach some of the society's most
under-served citizens, including HIV-positive street youth, sex workers and injection drug
users. The facility can play a large role in not only improving health outcomes and stability
for those most in need, but also in alleviating demands on emergency and hospital services.
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This Victoria project has a broad base of support from Vancouver AIDS organizations,
including the BC Persons with AIDS Society and the BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS.

The BC Federation of Labour encourages those members who bank with VanCity to vote
before Oct. 13™. Voting can be done over the phone, by calling 604-877-7000 or 1-888-
Vancity, or on the internet at:
https://www.vancity.com/MyCommunity/CommunityFunding/VancityAward/VotingForm/.

The deadline for both voting and joining VanCity is Friday, October 13. You can only vote
once.

| hope you will consider voting in support of both the unionized workers and the clients they
serve at AIDS Vancouver Island and the Cool Aid Society.

Thank you.

In solidarity,

JIM SINCLAIR
President

P.S. Here's the link to the project's web site:
> http://www.accesshealthcentre.ca/
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