September 18, 2006

To Vancity Meambers,

| offer my sincere congratulations to AIDS Vancouver Island and Victoria Cool Aid Society
on becoming a finalist for this year's Vancity Million Dollar Award.

Tegether, the two organizations have parinered fo creals the ground-breaking ACCESS
Community Haalth Centre, 8 cne-stop primary health, education and support sarvices centra for
marginelized people. Bringing logether both organizations’ major outreach programs under one
rogd, the facility will also house other complementary non-profit tenants, at rents that will be balow
market value.

Whather in need of dental work or assistance from a counsellor and a hat meal—clients will
be welcomead at the ACCESS Health Centre. The door will be wide open for HIV+ paopla, women,
the homaless, sax workers, paople who use drugs by Injection, aboriginal people, LGETQ pecple,
youth, and all others whao find it difficult to access traditional health care services.

| appiaud AIDS Vancouver Island and Cool Aid 's viglon for the ACCESS Health Centre - a
vigion of collaboration and complementary parinership, Their guiding principle behind the creation
of the ACCESS Health Centre is that increased accessibility to services will result In increased
health l::;nruty for the people they serve, ultimately resulting in benefits for the whola
cammunity,

The Vancity Award winner is chosen by Vancity's members, who cast their voles enline, by
phone r;l in-branch from September 5 = October 13, 2006. The winner is announced In

| encourage Vancity mambers o see beyond geographic boundaries and to recognize the
potential of the ACCESS Health Centre project as @ model that could be located in any city. The
harm reduction philosophy embraced by both AIDS Vancouver lsland And Cool Aid Society and
embodiad in the ACCESS Health Centre is something that | whola-heartedly ambrace and support.

If you would like more information an the ACCESS Health Centre | would encourage you to

visd www.accesshealthcentre.ca
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