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Vancity Sustainabllity Group
PO Box 2120, Stn. Terminal
Vancouver, BC VBB 5RA

Attention: Vancity Committee Members
Dear Sirs/Mesdameas:

Re:  Vancity Award 2006
Letter of Support for the ACCESS Health Centrs

| am wiiting on behalf of the Vancouver Istand Health Authority (VIHA) in suppert of the joint
application of the Victoria Cool Ald Society (Cool Ald) and AIDS Vancouver Iskand (AN} for the
2008 Vancity Award,

As you are aware, Cool Aid and AV have partnered to develop the ACCESS Health Centre to
house Cool Aid's Community Health Centra (CHC) and AVI's education and support services.
These programs currently operate in overcrowded and Inadequate facilities while trying to serve
a cliantale that has grown significantly in recant years. In Movember 2005, Cool Aid and AV
jointly purchased a bullding located at 713 Johnson Street in Victoria as the homae of the
ACCESS Health Centre; howaver, the building requires significant reconstruction to meet the
needs of the programs. Cool Aid and AV are both worthy organizations that would greatly
benefit as recipients of the 2006 Vancity Award in moving forward with the development of the
ACCESS Health Centre.

VEHﬁ. has provided significant annual program funding to both the CHC and AV in recant years,
and is committed to continuing this funding within its operational budget constraints. The CHC
and AVI are highly respected organizations in the community, and provide a number of
imvaluable servicas to their clients, including:

* Medical care, including laboratory, psychiatry, drug and aleohol counsellors and -
nutritionists;

Mantal health and addictions services:

Specialized Hepatitis C treatment programs:

Health and Wellness Programs for peaple infected by HIV and Hepatitis C;

HIV and Hepatitis C support, care and advocacy;

On-site pharmacy that dispenses HIV medications and methadone; and
Full-service dental care,

The collaboration and ce-location of these twe organizations would provide enhanced
opportunities to share these valuable resources in new ways and ensure a stable and safe
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health care environment for the marginalized populations of downtown Victoria, In addition, the
expanded building size would also allow space fo be rented within the ACCESS Health Cantre
to other organizations that provide health and social services {o the same target populations,
including VIHA's Mantal Health and Addictions Services' community case management
senvices.

VIHA fully supports the Initiative of the Victoria Cool Aid Sodiety and AIDS Vancouver Island in
developing the ACCESS Health Centre, and | would be pleased to provide any additional
information you may require in support of their application for the 2006 Vancity Award.

Sinceraly,

aldner
President and Chief Executive Officer

cc. Mike Conroy, Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer, VIHA
oz Kathy Stinson, Executive Director, Victoria Coal Aid Sociaty
ce. Miki Hansan, Executive Director, AIDS Vancouwver Islend




